The Connection, December 2021
Rusty's Reflections
A long time ago (nearly thirty years) I was sitting in a seminary classroom at Iliff School of Theology and the speaker was talking about the
ups and downs of ministry. I think the speaker and seminary were trying
to prepare us for what we might encounter in the church! I remember
thinking to myself that I knew far too many pastors who had come to the
end of their careers burnt out and not being much good to themselves or
the church...and how, when I came to the close of my career, I would try
to act preemptively before that happened.
I'm not sure that I was able to do that, but I believe it is time for me to
retire from ministry and help make way for a new generation to help lead the church. I have
notified the cabinet and Bishop Oliveto that this coming June I will retire. (They have to approve that and they recently did just that).
Christ UMC deserves and needs someone who has the energy and drive to lead it into the
next chapter of its life. I'm excited for the church. We have such strong lay leadership here
and support of so many different ministries. The person who follows me in July will be walking into one of the best appointments in the conference. I'm convinced of that.
Over the next six months, I will do my best to help prepare the way for the next pastor. I'll
need your help to solidify committees, (if you believe you can help with that please talk to Jay
Vestal, Gina Williams, Jackie HIbbard or myself and we'll get you on one of those work areas), make sure our finances are in order-the pledging for 2022 looks good so far, and hopefully get the roof fixed. (They didn't tell us about roofs leaking in seminary!)
Continued on Page 3

Christmas at Wintertime
A confession. I don’t enjoy winter. I accept it. I have learned
to appreciate it. But I do not always enjoy it. I miss the sunshine and warm days of summer. I do appreciate the changing of seasons. Spring brings the refreshment of new growth
and life. The warmth and sunshine of summer are good. Fall
colors and the musty smell of fallen leaves are wonderful. But
winter is cold, and sometimes lasts too long. Winter is not my
favorite time of year.
I am grateful for the cycles of life that the changing seasons give. I am grateful for the cycles of life
we humans share with creation. The four seasons renew us and keep us fresh. It is the cold winds
of winter that help me appreciate the freshness of spring and warmth of summer!
For those of us who live in the northern hemisphere winter brings us Christmas. And with winter we
have Children’s programs, Christmas Eve Candlelight services, family gatherings, parties, presents,
trees, lights, music, plus meals, caroling, etc. All that makes winter good—something to look forward
to. Winter sports are enjoyable too.
There is the downside. Our world is broken. Amidst the festivities we can wrestle with loss, loneliness. We want to be happy. We want to celebrate. Yet sometimes we cannot escape the sadness
and gloom. Maybe that is why Christmas in winter is significant. It reminds us that the story is still
being written. God is not finished with us or our world yet. Christmas reminds us that the light and
warmth of God’s love is more powerful than despair and the darkness that surrounds us. Christmas
encourages feelings of love, kindness, generosity and caring for each other. Maybe that is why
Charles Dickens wrote Christmas Carol. We still need the “milk of human kindness."
Celebrating Advent and Christmas at the darkest time of the year makes sense. When we grow
weary of winter we yearn for spring. That sense of longing, that leaning forward with hopeful expectation, befits the Advent theme. We celebrate Christ, the Light of the world, at the darkest time of
year. “In Him (Jesus) was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:4-5)
Pastor Bruce Kolasch, Pastor of Congregational Care
406-891-0434

Deepest Condolences to Sally Loken on the death of her
mother, Lucy Heflip, on November 15th.

Deepest Condolences to Larry and Marilyn McGill on the
death of Larry’s mother, Phyliss McGill, on November 18th.

Deepest Condolences to Laurie and Mike Asmussen and their
family. Laurie’s brother, Steve, passed away on October 26th.
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When I was a store manager at Kmart (my first job out of college), the bookkeeper gave me
a framed poster of Robert Frost's poem, Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening. The last
stanza is one you and I know well,
The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep.
And miles to go before I sleep.
And miles to go before I sleep.
I still have miles to go before I sleep (retire). With your help over the next few months we'll
be ready for the changes to come.

With you I pray that we will have a special Christmas season this year and be ready for
whatever might happen in 2022.
Peace,
Rev. Russell (Rusty) Butler

Advent Devotionals are available for Adults and Children. They can be found in the
Narthex on the Welcome Center.
Children’s Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 5th during the 10:30am worship
service.
Church Conference, Saturday, December 11th. We will meet from 9:00-11:00am in
the Sanctuary to conduct church business, such as the reading of Committee reports
and addressing the budget for 2022. This meeting is open to all interested parties.
Quiet Christmas, Thursday, December 16th. Come to the Sanctuary at 7:00pm for a
meditative service of music and prayer, designed especially for those struggling with
loss, stress and worry during the time of year where it seems we are expected to be
only joyful and happy. You are welcome here.
Christmas Eve Services

5:00pm, a service for families, with music from The Asbury Bell Ringers and Praise
Time Choir Chimes
7:00pm, a service of candlelight with music from The Chancel Choir and apPRAISEation
11:00pm, a service of candlelight with music from The Wesley Bell Ringers
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The Enchanted Tree 2021
Share the Light of Christ
Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For
with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”
- Luke 6:38

“Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.”
John Wesley
Since 1989 we at Christ United Methodist Church have transformed the dead lifeless tree into a
beautiful glowing Enchanted Tree with our gifts of love for Missions and Outreach needs in our
church, local community, our nation and in our world. You will soon be receiving a letter from Pastor Rusty Butler explaining the Enchanted Tree Program. Enclosed with the letter is a card listing
the outreach projects. Through the month of December you can drop the donation and card in the
offering plate or mail it in. You can also donate online, there is a specific link for each project. After
donating, take and ornament from the basket and hang it on the tree. Each ornament will represent
a gift of support. If you cannot attend church in person an ornament will be hung for you. Gifts can
honor or memorialize loved ones, friends, or co-workers.
Please make checks payable to CUMC, with Enchanted Tree on the memo line.
This year we are supporting:
Good Samaritan Fund
CUMC’s Helping Fund
Crossroads Urban Center Emergency Fund
This fund assists clients with prescriptions, rent, utilities, and transportation.
Family Promise Salt Lake City
Assisting homeless families to gain sustainable housing
UMCOR Emergency Relief Fund for US Disaster Response
Assisting those impact by disaster throughout the US
Afghan Refugees
Catholic Community Services and International Rescue Committee
are assisting in the resettlement of Afghan Refugees in Utah
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Adult Small Group Opportunities
Sunday Mornings
Adult Sunday School is held in the Chapel from 9:00 to 10:00am each Sunday morning.
Bagel Boys
This group is open to all men. They meet Thursdays at 8:00am. For the meeting location talk to Dale McCormick,
Larry McGill or Rev. Rusty. pastorrusty@christumcutah.org
Wednesday Morning Study
Join us at 10:00am in the Parlor for our current study. For more information, contact Evelyn Kasworm at 801-9421383(h) or 801-712-0236(c)

Health and Welfare
Blood Pressure Readings will be offered on the 2nd
Sunday of each month during coffee time.

Volunteers of America and the Youth Resource Center want
to THANK YOU for the love you continue to share with Salt
Lake City’s at—risk and homeless youth.
Your generous donations to the Youth Resource Center are
needed, valued, and appreciated by all.

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is
pleased.”
--Hebrews 13:16
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Warm Clothing Drive: New or gently used coats, mittens, gloves, hats and scarves are needed, along with
new long underwear and socks. Look for the snowmen
marking the collection points in the church.

Important Year End Giving Deadlines:
Online Giving (including texting or the Kiosk): December 29th
Mailing a check: Postmarked by December 24th
Dropping a check at church: Noon, Thursday, December 30th
Stock Donation: ASAP
Thank you for your generosity!! If you would like assistance with this or have any
questions about contributions, please contact Maxine Jones, Financial Accountant at 801-486-5473 ext. 116 or Bookkeeper@christumcutah.org.

Wesley Bell Ringer Christmas Concert Schedule
December 5th (Sunday) Clearfield, 730pm
525 E 200 S, Clearfield, UT 84015
December 11th (Saturday) Concert with the Murray Symphony, 7PM
Murray High School, 5440 State Street, Murray, UT 84107
December 12th (Sunday) HUCC Concert, 7:30pm
2631 E Murray Holladay Rd, Holladay, UT 84117
December 18th (Saturday) St. Paul UMC (Copperton), 7pm
8601 W Hillcrest St, Bingham Canyon, UT 84006

December 19th (Sunday) Home Christmas Concerts @CUMC
matinee 4:00pm and evening 7:30pm
December 22nd (Wednesday) Home/Reunion Christmas Concert
@CUMC, 7:30pm
December 24th (Friday) 11:00pm
Christmas Eve Service at CUMC
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Children and Families
Children’s Christmas Pageant

Our annual Children’s Christmas Pageant will be Sunday, December 5th at the
10:30 am worship service. This fun program is open to all of our children ages 3
years through 6th grade.

The only rehearsal for all children will be Saturday, December 4th from
10:00 am to Noon. Lunch will be provided to the children and volunteers. Volun-

teers are needed both days to help with the children and costumes. Please contact
Kelly Carpenter at children.and.family@christumcutah.org or 801-486-5473 ext. 113
for more information or to help.

December Sunday School Theme
In December we will be exploring Bible Stories around the
theme of “Jesus is God’s gift to all people.” Both virtual and inperson Sunday School will have access to watch the Deep Blue
Kids video of the weekly Bible Story through Amplify Media. Contact Kelly at children.and.family@christumcutah.org to sign up
for your FREE account. Virtual Sunday School can be found at
https://www.christumcutah.org/virutalsundayschool.html .

Holiday Programming Schedule

There will be no Sunday School for children on December 26th and January 2nd to allow our teachers to
spend the holidays with their families. Regular programming will resume on Sunday, January 9th. Your
children are always welcome to join you in worship. Activity bags will be available.

Advent Activity

This year’s Advent item for children is “Suddenly, A Savior” Advent window calendar.
These are available on the wooden Welcome Center in the Narthex, the open room
at the back of the Sanctuary.

Christmas Eve Services

Join us for the Family Christmas Eve Candlelight Services on Friday, December 24th
at 5:00 pm. You are also welcome to attend the other Candlelight Christmas Eve services at 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm.
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YOUTH NEWS!!!
Youth Group Schedule for December 2021
Sunday, December 5, 11:30am, Meet in Youth Room
Then SHOPPING FOR ANGEL TREE KIDS
Back to Youth Room for Gift Wrapping & Lunch

Bring your monetary donations and creative ideas for gifts

???? Sunday, December 12, 11:30am????

? Possible ANGEL TREE CHRISTMAS PARTY /POTLUCK?
Bring food for our Angel Tree Kids and Caregivers and help
them enjoy games, crafts, and a visit with Santa

Sunday, December 19, 11:30am
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY and GIFT EX-CHANGE
(Bring a wrapped White Elephant gift, $10 maximum).
Also Ugly Sweater Contest!
Service Thursday, December 23 – Distribute Meals at Rowland Hall.
7:30-9am, 9am-11am, 11am-1pm and 1pm-3pm shifts available.
Contact Patsy for Details
NO YOUTH GROUP ON DECEMBER 26th or January 2nd!
Contact Patsy Simons
youthdirector@christumcutah.org
801-808-6641
for information about the Youth Program.
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Support the Youth
Palmer Court Service Project
November 7th the youth finally were able to re-bag pet food in Patsy’s garage.
Then on November 12th, Mike Hampton, the Bowles family , and Patsy delivered 45 bags of dog food, 55 cans of dog food, 15 bags of dog treats, 49 bags of
cat food, 120 cans of cat food, 15 bags of cat treats, and 30 jugs of cat litter so
case workers could distribute them the following week to the residents. Thank you
to everyone who donated, re-bagged food, loaded and unloaded vehicles, drove,
or helped in any way!

Our next delivery is January 21st. All donations especially food and treats, are
greatly needed.
Contact Patsy Simons 801-808-6641 or youthdirector@christumcutah.org to arrange for donation drop off or donations can be placed in first bin by the kitchen
door at church.

Angel Tree Project
Help provide Christmas for children whose parents are incarcerated, as a way for
those parents and kids to stay connected. CUMC Youth Group sponsors several
families. This year the youth will be providing gifts and gift cards for 18 kids in 10
families. Cash donations are welcome. Contact Patsy at 801-808-6641
or youthdirector@christumcutah.org to donate.

Rowland Hall 26th Christmas Dinner Giveaway
Volunteers are needed to help needy families have a Christmas Dinner by handing
out the ingredients on Thursday, December 23rd. With continued COVID-19 safety
protocols in place, this year we are going to again do a drive-through giveaway. Look for more details in upcoming eblasts. Contact Patsy at 801-8086641 or youthdirector@christumcutah.org to volunteer. All shifts available. 7:309am, 9-11am, 11am-1pm, and 1-3pm. Need to fill 5 slots each shift. Anyone can
volunteer. You do not need to be a youth to volunteer.
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United Methodist Women’s Book Club

Monday, December 13th at 1:00pm in the Parlor.
The book for December is Elizabeth is Missing by Emma Healey
For more information about the book club please contact Bev Mittelstadt at
bevjm4287@yahoo.com or 801-272-7137 or 801-755-4115.

Deborah Circle will meet in the Parlor Thursday, December 16th at 10:00 am.
All Church women are welcome!

Hello All,
My name is Barrett Carpenter and I am a Patrol Leader in Troop 442, which is based out of the Salt Lake
Buddhist Temple. I am a Life Scout currently going for my Eagle Scout rank. In order to achieve the rank
of Eagle, scouts must complete a service project to demonstrate leadership skills and to give back to the
community. For my Eagle Scout Project, Troop 442 is reconstructing the Bell Archway on the back patio of
the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple to make it more secure from theft. During this process, we will also pour a
4-inch new concrete pad for the structure to sit on including a walkway to the pad from a back driveway,
and will be extending a fence to obscure the structure from street view.
When building a new archway, several anti-theft measures will be installed to prevent another theft of a
bell. These measures include tack-welding the nut which holds the bell to the steel yoke it suspends from,
and placing a steel bar above the wooden cross-beam to anchor the steel yoke to the structure and to prevent an attempt to cut through the wooden crossbeam.
On Saturday, October 23, 2021, Troop 442 began work to move the old structure and tearing out the old
concrete pad, a process which involved removal of dirt using shovels and wheelbarrows, and sledgehammers and jackhammers to remove the concrete pad. The project includes purchasing of the materials, including lumber and concrete, as well as renting of tools such as jackhammers. The total cost of the project
will be around $2,100. If you are able and so inclined, please consider donating to this project. Any monetary donations are greatly appreciated. Please make checks payable to Troop 442. I will be at church the
next few weeks to answer any questions as well as collect any donations.
I would like to thank Christ United Methodist Church and its congregation for your support through the process of my project.

Sincerely,
Barrett Carpenter
Scouts BSA Troop 442
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Top donation requests

Snacks,
Individual sized drinks
Peanut butter

You may leave your donations in the CUMC collection
bins by the west door. Donations may also be dropped
off at the downtown Food Pantry (347 S 400 East) without appointment, Monday - Friday 9am-5pm.

YOUTH RESOURCE CENTER
CAN YOU HELP? URGENT NEEDS WISH LIST 10/2021 – 02/2022)
All items can be gently used except for underwear which must be new.
Clothing, shoes, & underwear are for teens/young adults only.
*Male T-Shirts, assorted colors, sizes M, L, XL, XXL
*Male Flannel Shirts, sizes L, XL, XXL
*Male Jeans, sizes 32 – 36
*Male Boxer Briefs, sizes M, L, XL, XXL (must be new)
*Male Casual Shoes, sizes 9 – 13 (styles for a teenager)
*Male Socks, medium weight (for above shoe sizes)
*Female Tops, sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL (teenage styles/ women’s sizes)
*Female Jeans, sizes 8-20
*Bras, sizes 34-40 (must be new)
*Female Underwear, sizes S, M, L, XXL (teenage/women’s sizes; must be new)
*Female Casual Shoes, sizes 7 – 10 (styles for a teenager)
*Female Socks, medium weight (for above shoe sizes)
*Male and Female Hoodies, sizes M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL (adult sizes, teenage styles)
*Male and Female Fleece Pants, sizes M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL (adult sizes, teenage styles)
*Bath Towels, new or gently used
*Wash Cloths, new or gently used
*Hand Towels, new or gently used
*Throw-size Blankets, 50” X 60”, new or gently used
*Twin Size sheets, flat; new or gently used (no fitted sheets)
*Small Hair Brushes
*Lip Balm/Chapstick
*Crayons
*Playing Cards
*Hand Warmers
*Foot Warmers
Donations can be dropped off at CUMC (2375 E. 3300 So.) in the designated bin near the kitchen or, with
an on-line scheduled time, you can drop your donations off at the Youth Resource Center
(888 So. 400 W). If you wish to schedule your own drop-off time at the YRC, use this link: https://
www.voaut.org/drop-off
HOMELESS & AT-RISK YOUTH
are offered much-needed services at VOA’S YOUTH RESOURCE CENTER (YRC) in Salt Lake City. Homeless and at-risk youth, ages 15 – 22, may come to the YRC for a shower, to do laundry, and/or to get some food. Once trust is built, the Center is able to serve these youth in
more meaningful ways. Barriers that led to their homelessness gradually break down, allowing these teens
to transform their lives. Each year the YRC serves about 800 homeless/at risk teens. The YRC offers
emergency shelter beds, 24/7 assistance, three meals a day, & free legal services through their Homeless
Youth Legal Clinic. They also receive help dedicated to education assistance, job training, counseling, & other helpful programs.
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Christ United
Methodist Church
2375 East 3300 South
Salt Lake City, Utah
84109

801-486-5473
www.christumcutah.org
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