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The Connection, December 2025  

Advent is a four-week season in the Church when we re-tune 

ourselves to God’s rhythms of Love. During Advent, we open our 

hearts and remember what Christmas is really about. We marvel 

again that God came in the flesh to show us love. We also remind 

ourselves where true Joy comes from. Advent is a time for great 

songs, listening to God-stories, silence, reflection, deep thinking — 

and if we’re lucky, a time for dancing!   

This season, as we talk about hope, peace, joy, and love during 

Christmas, these ideas are essential. But how do we embody them? 

How do these ideas become part of our daily lives? Just as God 

became a living, breathing baby, how can we become hope, peace, 

joy, and love in real, tangible ways? As we learn about the "word 

made flesh," we’ll focus on how our thoughts about God take shape 

through our lives. 

I’m excited about everything this year’s journey to Christmas Day 

has in store. 

  

Much Love,  

Pastor Dale 

  

P.S. Mark your calendars now to attend one or more of our Christmas 

Eve services at 12:00, 3:00, 5:00, 9:00, and 11:00 p.m. 
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  CHRISTMAS EVE 
USHERS/GREETERS Needed 

 
We are looking for volunteers. 

This involves passing out programs 
and candles, taking offering and 

attendance and cleaning up 
afterwards.  

No experience necessary. 

 

12:00pm Communion Service 

3:00pm Family Service in the Chapel 
(Greeters only) 

 5:00pm - 9:00pm - 11:00pm 
Candlelight Services 

 

The sign-up sheet can be found at 
the Welcome Desk or talk to Doug 

Hattery or Phyllis Hunt or contact the 
office.  

801-486-5473 

officemanager@christumcutah.org 
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Christmas Caroling, December 10th 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.  

December is the darkest month of the year for us in the 

northern hemisphere.  It is also a time of joy and 

generosity, the giving of cards and gifts, and singing carols 

that spread light, hope and joy.  Singing carols together can 

help “make spirits bright” for others and for ourselves. 

Come join us for Christmas Caroling at Highland Cove on 

Wednesday, December 10th. We will gather in the Assisted 

Living (Hotel) Side Dining Room of Highland Cove and sing 

with the residents at 4:30 p.m.  We will then walk over to 

the Terrace Dining Room to sing at 5:00 p.m.   

Park in the north parking lot of Highland Cove, 3750 

Highland Dr, Millcreek.   

Come with bells and Santa hats! Bring a friend. Come with 

smiles and voices.  It is a fun thing to do.  The residents 

love it! 

 

Quiet Christmas, December 17th, 7 p.m. 

Our Quiet Christmas Service will be Wednesday, 

December 17th at 7 p.m. in our church’s sanctuary.  We will 

have carols, small readings and a time of contemplation 

with the opportunity for lighting candles in memory of loved 

ones, and for prayers of peace and good will.  This will be a 

thirty minute service with the opportunity to continue to sit 

in silence contemplation for as long as you like. 

 

Pastor Bruce Kolasch 

Pastor of Congregational Care 

pastorbruce@christumcutah.org 

406-891-0434 

Congratulations to Lucy Anderson-Waite, who was named the Catholic Community 
Service Volunteer of the Year.  For the past four years Lucy has worked two days each 
week at the CCS Share House supporting the needs of refugee families.  

Congratulations to Amanda Johnson and Livinus Bazira on their wedding, November 
22nd  

Congratulations and Welcome to new members Amanda Johnson-Bazira and 
Livinus Bazira and Eileen Vestal.  

Deepest Condolences to Ruth Stone and family on the death of Ruth’s husband, 
Dick Stone on November 23rd. 

mailto:pastorbruce@christumcutah.org
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Children and Young Family Ministries at  
Christ United Methodist Church 

News and Notes 
Upcoming Events 

• 12/6 – Parent’s Night Out 
• 12/7 – Snow & Spirit starts at 8am 
• 12/7 – Christmas Pageant Rehearsal during Sunday School 
• 12/13 – Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
• 12/14 – Christmas Pageant 
• 12/28 & 1/4 – No Sunday School 

 

Parents’ Night Out 
We will be hosting a Parents’ Night Out on December 6th from 5:00pm-8:00pm. We 
will have dinner for the kids, along with fun Christmas activities, including a Santa’s 
workshop where they can “shop” for presents for family members. Please RSVP by 
December 4th at children@christumcutah.org so we can plan food accordingly. 

 

Snow & Spirit: A Blessing Before the Snow 
Children’s Ministries is hosting a family blessing before the beginning of the 8:00am worship service 
starting December 7th. There will be a short blessing given by Pastor Dale and a breakfast treat for 
families that would like to participate before heading up the mountain for snow adventures and sports. 
 

Christmas Pageant Info! 
Our annual Children’s Christmas Pageant will be Sunday, December 14th during 
the 10:00am worship service. This fun-filled program will include all our children 
ages 3 years through 6th grade. We will be rehearsing Sunday, December 7th 
during church and Saturday, December 13th from 10:00am-12:00pm. Volunteers 
are needed on Saturday, December13th & Sunday, December 14th to help the 
children with the costumes and get them where they need to be. Lunch will be 
provided on Saturday. Please contact the Alicias at children@christumcutah.org 
for more information or to help. 

 

Thank You to our Volunteers!! 
We would like to say thank you to everyone who has volunteered with us this year! You have helped us 
make this year a fun, successful, and joyful experience. We appreciate all the hard work and time you 
have put in to help us bring the love of Jesus to the children of this church and community. The church as 
a whole will be celebrating all its volunteers on December 7th with some fun surprises. We hope to see 
you there! 
 

No Children’s Sunday School 
We will not be holding Sunday School on December 28th and January 4th to allow our teachers to spend 
the holidays with their families. Children’s Church will be held every Sunday starting January 11th 
through the end of February. 
 

mailto:children@christumcutah.org
mailto:children@christumcutah.org
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Small Group Opportunities 

Call the church office for contact information for individuals listed in this newsletter. 

801-486-5473 

Youth Group is for those entering 6th grade-12th grade. Meetings are usually twice a month 

on Sundays after worship but also will include some special activities. Contact Pastor Dale for 

more information. 

Wednesday Morning Study, 10:00am, Parlor: Please contact the church office for more 

information. 

Breakfast Group: Thursdays, 8:00am at Anna’s Restaurant, 4770 S 900 E: This group is 

open to all. For more information talk to Dale McCormick or Larry McGill.  

Friday Morning Hiking Group: Contact Jay Vestal. 

The Witty Knitters meet from 1:30 - 3:00pm on the second Monday and from 6:30 - 8:00pm 

the second Wednesday of every month in the Parlor. We enjoy fellowship while working on our 

projects for the Prayer Shawl Ministry. Beginning knitting lessons, yarn and needles are 

available. Questions may be directed to Pat Linnebur or Zach Plants.   

United Women in Faith Book Club Monday, December 29th in the Parlor. The book for 

December is The Book Woman’s Daughter by Kim Michele Richardson. For more information, 

please contact Bev Mittelstadt. 

United Women of Faith Deborah Circle will hold their holiday luncheon Thursday, December 

11th in the Parlor at 11:00am. See graphic below for RSVP info. 

Christ UMC Young Adults Community, new members welcome! Contact the group with 

questions about current activities and book studies, or requests to be on the mailing list, at 

ya@christumcutah.org.   

Rainbow Order: More information can be obtained by sending an email to 

rainboworder@christumcutah.org.    

Church Women United’s Advent Service and Tea, 1:00pm Friday, December 5th at 

Cottonwood Presbyterian Church. 

mailto:rainboworder@christumcutah.org
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Palmer Court Service Project in November 2025 

A note from Patsy 

A member of congregation, Brenda Barta and her sister re-bagged cat food and dog cat 

treats.  On November 9th the youth group came to Patsy's house to re-bag the dog 

food.  They also enjoyed sushi, yummy pork on a stick, and teriyaki chicken. Then on 

November 14th Mike Hampton, Keith Osojnak and his wife Trish, Joni Furlong, John 

Adamson and Avery, Leah Cruz-Wood,  and Patsy delivered 47 bags of dog food,  64 

cans of dog food, 44 bags of dog treats,  53 bags of cat food, 64 cans of cat food, 71 

bags of cat treats,   and 32 jugs of cat litter.  We also brought 5 harnesses,  and 

8 leashes,  15 towels,   6 cat scratching posts, 2 litter boxes,    6 litter scooper, 3 cat 

towers, cat hut, 2 cat tunnels, 2 small carriers, small wire crate, 6 beds,   60 poop bags 

& dispensers,  9 dog coats,  5 bowls, bowl holder, 2 feeders, slow feed mat, 45 cat toys, 

and 54 dog toys so case workers could distribute them the following week to the 

residents.   

 

Thank you to everyone who donated, re-bagged food, loaded and unloaded vehicles, 

drove, or helped in any way! A special thank you goes to CorePower Yoga for letting me 

put a donation bin at their Highland Studio and the Dog's Meow who donated dog food.  

Our next delivery will be in February.  All donations, especially dry cat food, cat treats, 

and dog food are greatly needed.   

Contact Patsy Simons 801-808-6641 or psimons1@live.com to arrange for donation 

drop off or donations can be placed in first bin by the kitchen door at church.. 

mailto:psimons1@live.com
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2025 FALL/WINTER WISH LIST 

YOUTH RESOURCE CENTER FOR HOMELESS & AT-RISK YOUTH (Ages 15 – 22) 
 
VOA’s Youth Resource Center is a safe place where homeless and at-risk youth (ages 15-22) can go to shower, eat, do laundry, and sleep 
overnight (limited space for sleeping). In time, these youth will have opportunities to seek counseling for life events that led them into 
homelessness. When they are ready, the Youth Resource Center will assist these youth in receiving help dedicated to education 
assistance, job training, & other helpful programs that will guide them to  
self-sufficiency and to transforming their lives. 

 

*All items can be gently used, except toiletries & underwear, which must be new. 
*All clothing & underwear items are for YOUTH ages 15 – 22. 
*All items should be clean & without stains or holes in them (unless it’s part of the fashion).  

 
***URGENT NEEDS*** 
Male Jeans for teens, adult sizes 32 – 38 
Male Boxer Briefs, adult sizes S - XXL (must be new) 
Men’s Belts, sizes 32 – 42 
Women’s Leggings, adult sizes M - XXXL (style worn as pants)  
Female Tops (teen styles), young adult sizes M -  XXL (PLUS SIZES ESPECIALLY NEEDED) 
Male T-shirts (plain colors preferred) adult sizes M - XXXL 
Male long sleeve pullover shirts (plain colors or limited design preferred), adult sizes M--XXXL 
Male & Female Hoodies, adult sizes L – XXXL  
Male and Female sweat pants, adult sizes S - XXXL 
Male & Female Beanie hats  
Male and female medium weight socks 
Bras, new or gently used,  sizes 34- 44 
Female underwear for teens,  women’s sizes S - XXXlarge 
Towels, new or gently used 
Twin size blankets, new or gently used  
Rags for cleaning 
Sleeping Bags 
Travel sized toiletries of all kinds, individually packaged (hotel size okay too) 
 

**OTHER IMPORTANT NEEDS** 
Lip Balm/Chapstick 
Purses 
Playing Cards 
Individually  Packaged Snacks: nuts, trail mix, cheese/crackers, peanut butter/crackers, jerky, etc. 
 

*DONATION DROP-OFF LOCATIONS* 
*CUMC (2375 East 3300 South), designated yellow bin near the kitchen, any time the church is open. 

*Youth Resource Center (888 South 400 West), by appointment only: https://www.voaut.org/drop-off 

 

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased.”  ---Hebrews 13:16 

 

 

THANK YOU!   THANK YOU! 
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2025 Crossroads Urban Center Christmas Food Giveaway at Rowland Hall 

This year we are going to again do a drive-through food basket giveaway along Lincoln Street. Your 
help is so appreciated as the need in our community has never been greater. 

We are also asking that volunteers bring items that could be used to put together hygiene kits for 
families (e.g., travel size shampoo/conditioner, bar soap, floss, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
band-aids, antibacterial salve, etc.) Volunteers can also bring diapers (size 5 or 6), gloves, hats, 
socks, and/or coats in good repair as these items are always welcome and needed. 

Please wear a warm coat and gloves as volunteers will be helping to carry food to cars. Wear sturdy 
shoes that will not slip.  Volunteers should park north of 800 South on 1000 East or in the school’s 
back parking lot accessed via 1000 East 

Any questions or concerns, contact Patsy Simons psimons1@live.com 

Thank you in advance for your help! The shifts at at Rowland Hall (970 East 800 South) are as 
follows.  There are 4 slots per shift. 

Monday, December 22  

• 10:00-12:00pm. Set up 800 bags and stage distribution. Does include some heavy lifting 
(30lbs). 

• 12:00-2:00pm Set up for the giveaway and finish filling 800 food bags.  

Tuesday, December 23 

• 7:45-10:00am Set up for the giveaway, and unload turkeys, and pies.  
• 10:00am-12:00pm. Set up for the giveaway and distribution. 
• 12:00-2:00pm. Distribution. 
• 1:30-3:00pm. Distribution and clean-up. 

           

   

         

         

         

         

         

         

                   

                             

                    

mailto:psimons1@live.com
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December 2025 Events and Information 

The Green Team would like to give a special thanks to everyone who was able to 

attend the Our Sacred Lake event on November 11th at The Cathedral of the 

Madeleine, and to Pastor Dale for sharing his inspiring poetry at the event. 

In the program at the event there was some great take away information of how each 

of us can “TAKE ACTION”. Please see the flyer below for these great ideas. It is going 

to take all of us to save Our Sacred Lake. 

For all GSL event information for December, please go to: 

https://growtheflowutah.org/events. 

“The Grow The Flow” website is also a great resource to access all the latest 

information about the Great Salt Lake. 
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