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The Connection, January 2026  

At the start of every new year, I like to reflect on the stories of joy and sorrow in our community 

and write a blessing. May these words be a circle of light that protects, heals, and strengthens 

you for the year ahead.  

 

Once again, as the pull of stars, gas, and dust stir our galaxy with curious wonder, 

As the Earth orbits the Sun, light and darkness dance in graceful splendor. 

As the busyness of the holiday season rushes into routine and responsibility, 

May this year — The Holy One gift your soul with strength, your heart to dance, 

and your eyes for beauty. 

 

May your noblest intentions birth dreams for tomorrow and unleash your joy. 

May stillness, the quietness that grows from grief, honor the ache of your sorrow. 

May all the uncertainties, the endless list of what-ifs, be greeted with a kiss. 

May this year — The Holy One gift your soul with strength, your heart to dance, 

and your eyes for beauty. 

 

May the burden of criticism and negativity bring light steps in new directions. 

May accusations that you are not enough, whether self-inflicted or whispered by others, 

Lead you, with a bag full of oranges and a hiking stick, to a mountain of safety. 

As you navigate danger, keep your eyes fixed on the good as you ascend. 

May this year — The Holy One gift your soul with strength, your heart to dance, 

and your eyes for beauty. 

 

Pastor Dale 
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WILL POWER WORKSHOP 

Do you have a plan for how your estate will be 

distributed after your death?  What do you want 

to go to your family?  Do you want to leave a 

legacy to the Church or other charitable 

organizations?  Do you currently have to take 

required minimum distributions from your IRA?  

The Endowment Fund Committee at CUMC is 

hosting a workshop on Sunday, January 25, 

from 11:30 to 1:00, in Room 201 that can help 

you answer these questions.  The workshop 

will discuss what you need to consider in estate 

planning and how best to care for your family 

as well as leave a legacy for others.  We have 

invited a local attorney to answer any legal 

questions you may have and a representative 

of our financial advisors to explain how you can 

deal with required distributions from your IRA.  

We encourage everyone to attend.  And 

remember, you are never too young to start 

thinking about your legacy. 
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Congratulations to Dana and Jason Grooms 
on the birth of their daughter, Piper Noelle. 

Deepest Condolences to Ruth Stone and 
family on the death of Ruth’s husband, Dick 
Stone on November 23rd. The Memorial 
Service for Dick will be January 31, 2026 at 
the Ridge on Foothill Drive at 3:30pm. 

Deepest Condolences to Nanci Bockelie and 
family on the death of her husband, Mike 
Bockelie, on December 7th.  

Deepest Condolences to the family and 
friends of Helen Nix, who died November 
27th. 

January 2026    

 

Waking up to something new! 

The night is far gone; the day is at hand.  So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor 

of light.       Romans 13:12 

You are all children of light, children of the day.  We are not of the night or of the darkness. 

         1 Thessalonians 5:5 

The winter solstice is behind us.  Our days are already growing longer with more sunlight.  We celebrate 

the changing of seasons, new beginnings, fresh starts.   

May this New Year be filled with a growing sense of wonder.  May we be alert and awake to what God is 

doing in us and through us.   

God is on the move.  Good things are happening. God is working in and through us, and in our world. 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Pastor Bruce Kolasch 

Pastor of Congregational Care 

Christ United Methodist Church 

pastorbruce@christumcutah.org 

406-891-0434 

mailto:pastorbruce@christumcutah.org
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Green Team Corner – January 2026      

IN 2026 – GET INVOLVED, TAKE ACTION, AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT TO SAVE THE 

GREAT SALT LAKE!!!  For all events taking place all over Utah go to - 

https://growtheflowutah.org/events 

The Green Team and Social Justice Committee would like to have as many members of our 

congregation as possible attend:  

SAVE THE DATES: 

• GSL Vigils at the Capitol (see all dates listed below) 

• Lobby Days (see all dates listed below) and Citizen Lobbying Training Webinar (Jan. 

15)  

• Save our Great Salt Lake Rally on January 31st 2026 

   

• GSL Vigils – (1/23-3/6/26) – Throughout the session - Walk the Waves and Celebrate 

the Species vigils will be held each Fri evening, beginning on Jan 23rd through Mar 6th 

2026 at 5-6 p.m.  For more information go to 

https://www.makingwavesartistcollaborative.org/help-us-keep-vigil  

 

• Lobby Days – Will be going on throughout the legislative session beginning on Tues 

Jan 20th and then every Mon morning Jan 26th  then Feb 2nd 9th, 16th, 23rdh.  and ending 

on Mar 2nd.  See link below for more information about Lobby Days and the Citizen 

Lobbying Training Webinar being held on Weds, Jan 15th from 6-8 p.m. Learning before 

you go is beneficial but not mandatory.  So if you miss the training but want to attend 

any of the Lobby Days session you can.  Everyone is welcome.  For more information 

go to https://growtheflowutah.org/lobby-days/ or the Grow The Flow events link listed 

above. 

• GSL Rally – Jan 31st beginning at Noon at the Capitol.  

 For more information and to RSVP go to 

 https://www.saveourgreatsaltlake.org./ 

 

https://www.makingwavesartistcollaborative.org/help-us-keep-vigil
https://growtheflowutah.org/lobby-days/
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Small Group Opportunities 

Call the church office for contact information for individuals listed in this newsletter. 

801-486-5473 

Youth Group is for those entering 6th grade-12th grade. Meetings are usually twice a month on 

Sundays after worship but also will include some special activities. Contact Pastor Dale for more 

information. 

Wednesday Morning Study: 10:00am, Parlor: Please contact the church office for more 

information. 

Breakfast Group: Thursdays, 8:00am at Anna’s Restaurant, 4770 S 900 E: This group is open to 

all. For more information talk to Dale McCormick or Larry McGill.  

Friday Morning Hiking Group: Contact Jay Vestal. 

The Witty Knitters meet from 1:30 - 3:00pm on the second Monday and from 6:30 - 8:00pm the 

second Wednesday of every month in the Parlor. They enjoy fellowship while working on projects 

for the Prayer Shawl Ministry. Beginning knitting lessons, yarn and needles are available. 

Questions may be directed to Pat Linnebur or Zach Plants.   

United Women in Faith Book Club meets Monday, January 5th in the Parlor. The book for 

January is From The Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks. The book for February is "The 

Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict.  For more information, please contact Bev Mittelstadt. 

Deborah Circle meets at 10am on the third Thursday morning of the month September through 

May. They are affiliated with the national and the Mountain Sky Conference United Women in 

Faith. The meetings generally have a monthly program, which is sometimes a seasonal craft or 

project. Refreshments are provided by members on a rotating basis. A loose change offering is 

usually taken to support charitable causes. For more info send an email to 

deborahcircle@christumcutah.org. The next meeting is Thursday, January 15th. 

Christ UMC Young Adults Community welcomes new members! Contact the group with 

questions about current activities and book studies, or requests to be on the mailing list, at 

ya@christumcutah.org.   

Rainbow Order: More information can be obtained by sending an email to 

rainboworder@christumcutah.org.    

https://www.mtnskyumw.org/
https://www.mtnskyumw.org/
mailto:deborahcircle@christumcutah.org
mailto:rainboworder@christumcutah.org
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2025 FALL/WINTER WISH LIST 

YOUTH RESOURCE CENTER FOR HOMELESS & AT-RISK YOUTH (Ages 15 – 22) 
 
VOA’s Youth Resource Center is a safe place where homeless and at-risk youth (ages 15-22) can go to shower, eat, do laundry, and sleep 
overnight (limited space for sleeping). In time, these youth will have opportunities to seek counseling for life events that led them into 
homelessness. When they are ready, the Youth Resource Center will assist these youth in receiving help dedicated to education 
assistance, job training, & other helpful programs that will guide them to  
self-sufficiency and to transforming their lives. 

 

*All items can be gently used, except toiletries & underwear, which must be new. 
*All clothing & underwear items are for YOUTH ages 15 – 22. 
*All items should be clean & without stains or holes in them (unless it’s part of the fashion).  

 
***URGENT NEEDS*** 
Male Jeans for teens, adult sizes 32 – 38 
Male Boxer Briefs, adult sizes S - XXL (must be new) 
Men’s Belts, sizes 32 – 42 
Women’s Leggings, adult sizes M - XXXL (style worn as pants)  
Female Tops (teen styles), young adult sizes M -  XXL (PLUS SIZES ESPECIALLY NEEDED) 
Male T-shirts (plain colors preferred) adult sizes M - XXXL 
Male long sleeve pullover shirts (plain colors or limited design preferred), adult sizes M--XXXL 
Male & Female Hoodies, adult sizes L – XXXL  
Male and Female sweat pants, adult sizes S - XXXL 
Male & Female Beanie hats  
Male and female medium weight socks 
Bras, new or gently used,  sizes 34- 44 
Female underwear for teens,  women’s sizes S - XXXlarge 
Towels, new or gently used 
Twin size blankets, new or gently used  
Rags for cleaning 
Sleeping Bags 
Travel sized toiletries of all kinds, individually packaged (hotel size okay too) 
 

**OTHER IMPORTANT NEEDS** 
Lip Balm/Chapstick 
Purses 
Playing Cards 
Individually  Packaged Snacks: nuts, trail mix, cheese/crackers, peanut butter/crackers, jerky, etc. 
 

*DONATION DROP-OFF LOCATIONS* 
*CUMC (2375 East 3300 South), designated yellow bin near the kitchen, any time the church is open. 

*Youth Resource Center (888 South 400 West), by appointment only: https://www.voaut.org/drop-off 

 

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased.”  ---Hebrews 13:16 

 

 

THANK YOU!   THANK YOU! 
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