
 

   

Rusty's Reflections 

Last Things - New Things 

As some of you who have retired already know, it is an interesting thing to 
come to the close of your career's work. As each occasion unfolds, I wonder if 
this will be the last time I do certain things. For example, the church hosted the 
District Annual Conference a couple of weeks ago and I was relieved not to 
have to go to one of those ever again!  

On the other hand, I did a baptism of Gary Perryman's granddaughter,  
Annabelle Perryman, and I thought this may be the last time I get to baptize a 
baby, and that made me nostalgic for all the other baptisms of babies I've done over the years.  

I suspect, I will miss some things dreadfully...and others not so much! Just like those of you have 
retired have come to realize!  

Now I'm considering the last Easter?! How can it be?! Easter always seemed in the past to be a 
pressure packed event for the church. You've got all those visitors, and the pastors and staff hoped 
in the back of our minds that the church and the sermon and the music would be so compelling that 
people would return again and again just to feel the magic and the church would bloom and blossom 
like the flowers on the altar!  (But it doesn't happen that way!) 

This Easter season, the staff and I contemplated whether or not to go to two services and decid-
ed after we'd looked at the numbers pre-pandemic, we would just go with one service and even if it is 
packed that will be ok. It might be exciting to have to put out extra chairs just to get everybody in the 
sanctuary. We'll see! I know the music will be spectacular and I appreciate all the music staff is doing 
to make the day special.  

Easter  is a time of renewal, a resurrection of hope, a chance for a new start. I hope it is just the 
beginning of a new day for CUMC. I can't wait to see you that day and to see how the next weeks 
and months will unfold for us.  

Peace, Rusty   

                                       The Connection, April 2022  

Are you interested in joining Christ UMC as a member? Pastor Rusty will be 
holding a meeting after church on Sunday, April 10th at 11:30 am in the Parlor. 
Those that wish can join as early as Easter Sunday! 
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“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen.”  Luke 24:5 

 

Tired feet.  Heavy hearts.  Tear-stained cheeks.  Grief stricken souls.  
Tired women made their way to the tomb.  Sorrow heavier than the weight 
of spices they carry.  They are going to finish wrapping Jesus’ dead body 
with spices as an act of love. It is a practical way of dealing with the harsh 
reality of death.  The spices will slow down the natural process of decay.   

 

They trudge forward mostly in silence. Early morning sun light peaks over the hills.  Birds greet the sun.  
But the women are numb and only focus on getting to the tomb.  Love pulls them forward.  They have no 
plan.  They give no thought to the huge stone blocking the grave entrance. Grief can be like that!  But 
God has a series of surprises in store for them. 

 

Surprise number one. 

They reach the tomb. The stone is moved!  It is rolled back from the entrance.  How? And by whom?  
They were too numb to think it through.  They are on autopilot.  

 

Surprise number two.  

There is no corpse.  They enter the tomb and Jesus’ body is missing. Now what?!  This is the right tomb.  
Three days earlier they watched as his bloody and dead body had been laid in this very tomb. They are 
bewildered! 

 

Surprise number three.  

Two men in dazzling white clothing suddenly appear, standing next to them in the empty grave.  

The men (angels?) are matter of fact. “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here.  
He is risen.”  The women are startled and afraid.  Confused and bewildered.  Is it possible?  Could he 
really be alive? Death is not the final word?  Life is more powerful than death?   
Slowly the message sinks in.  

 

Surprise number four. 

God is more powerful than we can know or even imagine. There is so much we don’t know!  Slowly these 
grief-stricken women came to grips with the reality of Jesus’ resurrection.  They were the first witnesses 
of the empty tomb, the first evangelists of the good news of Jesus’ victory over sin and death.  

 

In our crazy world torn by disease and death let us take note of the experience of these early heart-
broken believers. May their faith spark hope in us.  May their discovery pierce the barriers of doubt and 
grief that hold us.  Life is more powerful than death.  Love defeats evil. Hope overcomes despair. Jesus 
is alive.  

 

May our hope and trust in God’s love through Jesus be renewed this Easter!   

 

Rev. Bruce Kolasch 

Pastor of congregational care 

406-891-0434 

PastorBruce@ChristUMCUtah.org  
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NEWS FROM THE STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

On March 4, 2022 Bishop Karen Oliveto and District Superintendent Rev. Elizabeth McVicker informed CUMC that 
effective July 1, 2022 our new pastor will be Rev. Lisa Petty.   

For the past five years Rev. Lisa has been the pastor of Montrose United Methodist Church in Montrose, CO.  Prior 
to that she served for five years as pastor of Rifle United Methodist Presbyterian Church in Rifle, CO.  

Rev. Lisa graduated from Iliff School of Theology with a Master of Divinity in 2009, received her Local Pastor License 
in January 2012, was commissioned as a Provisional Elder in June 2012, and became an Ordained Elder in June 
2014. 

Her history in ministry includes extensive experience in youth and young adult ministries dating back to 1998. 

There is much more to her resume that I could repeat here, none of which tells us who she really is and what she is 
about.  So, I asked her. 

Question:  Rev. Lisa what was the life pathway that lead you to become a Methodist minister? 

I grew up in San Diego and all over southern California with a United Methodist Pastor for a father. I have 3 
siblings, one older sister, one younger sister and a younger brother. My brother is also an ordained UMC 
pastor and serves the people of Colorado Springs at St Paul UMC. I am also a fourth generation Methodist 
pastor as my grandmother was one of the first women ordained a Deacon in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. After a long 10 years of denying my call to ministry and finally going back to school to finish an  
undergraduate degree, I moved to Denver to do my Master of Divinity in two and one half years. 

Question:  Can you tell us about your family and, perhaps, interests outside of the church walls? 

My spouse, JC Croy, and I enjoy mountain bike riding, snowboarding, jogging and kayaking. Though he 
does more of the former and I do more of the latter. We are barely empty-nesters and look forward to our 
kids coming to visit when we are settled in. I enjoy any cup of coffee (as long as there is a splash of cream), 
a bold red wine, and a savory breakfast, but only if they are over a good conversation. People who dive deep 
into conversation make everything taste better.  

Question:  Can you summarize your theology for us, in less than 10,000 words? 

I believe God enjoys our company as much as we enjoy God's, and that we often put God into a box through 
laws and rules and our own imagination and interpretation of scripture, which only serves us, but does not 
serve God. For I believe God is bigger than any box or description or boundaries we can put on God. I  
believe God rejoices when we show love to all our neighbors, especially those we find hard to love, and is 
deeply saddened by the ways we sow hate or discourse. I believe in a Christ who does the same, and whose 
grace is beyond measure. 

Question:  Is there some interesting tidbit you’d like to share about yourself?  

My body is absolutely a temple and I end up painting its walls when they feel bare or unfinished. Seems 
even Jesus had a tattoo on his thigh after he was raised to life!  

  Editor’s Note:  Google Jesus’ tattoo.  It’s a thing! 

Question:  Finally, what is your message to the members of Christ United Methodist Church as we anticipate your 
ministry? 

I am excited to serve the people of Salt Lake and particularly in Mill Creek. I am praying for all the ways the 
Holy Spirit will show up and move us to be a community of faith that will show all people they belong to God 
and to one another - not just by our words, but by our actions.  

Prior to the announcement that Rev. Lisa would be appointed to serve our congregation, the Staff Parrish Relations 
Committee had the opportunity to share dinner, a devotional and several hours of conversation with Rev. Lisa and 
JC.  I believe that every one of us came away feeling like we will be blessed to have them with us and excited for the 
energy, enthusiasm and new ideas they bring to the table. 

 

Terry Waite, Chairperson, SPRC 
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Holy Week 

The Maundy Thursday Service, April 14th, 7:30pm, led by Rev. Rebecca Dunagan (Trinity 

UMC) and Pastor Hanson Wendlandt (Community of Grace Presbyterian) will feature a foot 

washing ceremony and will be at Community of Grace Presbyterian Church, 2015 Newcastle 

Dr. Sandy. 

 Livestream: cogpc.org (Livestream button is on the right) 
 

The Good Friday Service, April 15th, led by Rev. AJ Bush (First UMC) and Rev. Rusty will be 

at First UMC, 203 S 200 E, Salt Lake City. There will be a procession of the cross at 6:00pm 

followed by a Tenebrae service at 9:00pm 

 Livestream: www.youtube.com/c/firstunitedmethodistchurchslc 

                         www.facebook.com/fumcchurch 
 

Easter Sunday Service at CUMC is at 10:30am. 

MORE NEWS FROM THE STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 
We are very excited to announce that effective March 27th the vacant Director of Children’s Ministries position will 
be filled by…………drumroll……………The Alicias!!!   That is correct.  Alicia Griffing and Alicia Simons will work as 
a team to fill the position.  Almost anyone who has been around this church in the past 25 years knows both of 
these ladies and has shared in their journey from childhood to adulthood.  They have actively participated in nearly 
every aspect of this church.  They are energetic, enthusiastic and smart. They also have a long history of working 
together as a team.   It is going to be fun watching them take over this important job. 
 
What happened to Kelly, you might ask? In January of this year, Kelly Carpenter took over the position of Church 
Administrator.  We will continue to have her experience and leadership, but in a new role.  Take a minute to thank 
her for the 3-1/2 years she has devoted to making Sunday School and Vacation Bible School a wonderful experi-
ence for the children of our congregation. 
 

Terry Waite, Chairperson, SPRC 

CUMC has hosted a dance troupe from Ukraine several times, most 
recently in 2019. We have kept in touch with the leader, Dmitry Vasi-
liev, who lives in Dnipro, Ukraine. We have arranged to transfer funds 
directly to Dmitry. He is arranging the funds to go to families and indi-
viduals in urgent need in Dnipro. You can give by check to CUMC and 
list in the memo line Ukraine Dancer Assistance or give through 
our website, www.christumcutah.org/giving. 

Christ UMC is also collecting monetary donations for the Ukraine people to provide humani-
tarian assistance through UMCOR. One hundred percent of your donation will go to this cause. 
You can give by check to CUMC with Ukraine Assistance in the memo line or you can give 
through our website, www.christumcutah.org/giving. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010RK0M4G44FKzSgTXAtg1ofyM_JeK0UEJfASeXxYjKPNii-gO9HN2_pfOguIlFjSG8FUpdLUUKRgk6_QTmb2sX5aNW0B3IjO_jmbu_oK-8IW1sZ4-DnXIz9tAZUfLUvBKYE89js1oV2tBVyWvCDIDsNoHjaZxLUMu2NalTr-h3D6m1CsHs4IswHhYh_fhxF7i&c=C71BwLoknuEX8T4QsjWVGoX7SgyaaS_G
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015IPBgkhbDUCUR58UlkohtGOuRa5vztp9UagpYdBDZN-7gZA_eeEfNCeMPTRjo2PTbWwfFu_ftgYc3dFIFpSh8uBtXZv13fm-Vn-YbKW7_FVQ3oJOYlFQr0BOjN0abn2YdEH2daUGZTRKMr2PDlV67HbqBCPAZWU5yC07abg1xAl4uBB9xWAp529hNkPk71Hbr_Y1jsS1jsqTgTPNJ_wICA==&c=foWexh21
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Welcome Alicia Griffing and Alicia Simons, Co-Children’s Education Directors 

We grew up going to Christ UMC and both played in the Wesley Bell Ringers. We are both now a 
part of the adult bell choir, apPRAISEation. We are so excited to be given this opportunity to 
work with the children in our community in an environment that has become so important to us.  

We look forward to getting to know the children of CUMC and their families. 

 

Palm Sunday 

All children are invited to join Pastor Rusty on Palm Sunday, April 10th at the 10:30 am  
service for the traditional waving of the palms. 

 

Easter Eggstravaganza 

Join us for this year’s Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 16th at 10:00 am starting in 
the Sanctuary. We will then have Easter Egg Hunts for children ages 1 year old – 6th 
grade. There will be activity bags for the children to take home after the egg hunts.  

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Our 2022 VBS theme is Monumental – Celebrating God’s Greatness. VBS will be held 
June 27th – 30th. Registration opens on April 15th at 9:00 am. The cost is $15 per 
child. Register at www.christumcutah.org/vbs. Volunteers are needed for VBS, 
both adult and youth volunteers.  

Contact Alicia at children.and.family@christumcutah.org to sign up.  

 
April Sunday School Theme 

Our Bible Story theme continues with “Jesus is alive!” Both virtual and in-person Sunday 
School will have access to watch the Deep Blue Kids video of the weekly Bible Story through 
Amplify Media. Contact Alicia to set up your free Amplify Media account. Virtual Sunday 
School is at https://www.christumcutah.org/virtualsundayschool.  

 
Acolyte Information 

Children in 3rd grade or older can serve as Acolytes during our worship services. This is a great 
opportunity for kids to participate in the Worship Services and training is quick. If you have any 
questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Kathy Konishi at Kkonishi25@gmail.com . 

 
 

Sunday Mornings at CUMC for Kids! 

At 10:30 am – All children are invited to join Pastor Rusty up front for  
Children’s Time early in the worship service. Children can then attend their 

Sunday School class. 

Tykes Peak Sunday School for ages 3 & 4 years 

Miracle Mountain Sunday School for ages Kindergarten – 6th grade  

Nursery care is available for ages 0-2+ years from 10:30 am to 11:30 am.  

Please pick up your children promptly after each worship service. 

 

If you would like more information or have any questions, contact Alicia Griffing or Alicia Simons,  
Co-Children’s Education Directors at Children.and.Family@christumcutah.org, 801-486-5473 ext. 113. 

http://www.christumcutah.org/vbs
mailto:children.and.family@christumcutah.org
https://www.christumcutah.org/virtualsundayschool
mailto:Kkonishi25@gmail.com
mailto:Children.and.Family@christumcutah.org
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Pinecliff Camp & Retreat Center 

Clean-up Day & Open House 

Saturday, May 14th 

10:00am—3:30pm 
 

Bring a sack lunch and come help us prepare for the 
Summer 2022 Camping Season. This is a great oppor-

tunity to come and see what Pinecliff has to offer. 

Question may be emailed to pinecliffcampu-
tah@gmail.com 

Many years ago a committee was formed to replace the windows in the Narthex. The present 
stained glass with the quote from Isaiah replaced triangles of red, green, and blue like in the 
sanctuary.  

We had plans at the time to replace the sanctuary windows and have finally begun that  
process.  

The 8 panels on the east side will be replaced first. The design is an outline of the Wasatch 
Front as seen from the church roof, north to south. The sky will be clear glass and the  
mountains a mix of textured and sand-blasted glass. Since there is no color, much more light 
will come through to the sanctuary.  

There will be an opportunity to purchase panels as a memorial to loved ones. As the process 
gets underway we will share more information.   

Eileen Vestal 

Four years ago, Pinecliff Camp and Retreat Center’s Board of Directors and Site Committee decided 
to build an Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) compliant bathhouse. Plans were drawn up by an 
Architect Engineer, an engineering report was prepared by an Engineering firm, and a building permit 
was issued by Summit County, Utah. The project site was cleared, and a sewer line was installed. The 
project was placed on hold in 2019 due to the lack of funding; the following year the Covid-19 pan-
demic hit and this project has been on hold ever since. 

With a grant made possible by the Association of UMC Camping Retreat Ministries (UMCRM), we now 
have the opportunity to complete this project. We are requesting volunteers for certain portions of the 
construction. It is expected that site preparation work and pour of the foundation will be performed by 
a general contractor (TBD); rough plumbing, electrical and HVAC work will be performed by licensed 
professionals (TBD); however, the balance of the construction will be performed by various volunteer 
organizations (Oklahoma Mission, NOMADS, and UTAH UMC groups). Board members will oversee 
the project throughout its construction. 

Those who have construction experience and want to help build it are requested to visit Pinecliff's 
website for more information.  There you will find a Questionnaire.  The downloadable form can be 
emailed back. The address is at the bottom of the form. The pdf form can be filled out on a computer 
then emailed, or it can be printed out and filled in by hand, then scanned and emailed back. Not all 
jobs are construction oriented. Site support such as cooking, food prep, cleaning is also needed.   

https://www.pinecliffcamputah.org/volunteer.html  
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 During the month of April the youth will be selling plants during coffee time 
and after worship service.  All proceeds go towards the Youth Mission Trip to 

Puerto Rico this year.   
 

Palmer Court Service Project Update for March 
A small team of Youth and Parents re-bagged pet food in Patsy's garage on 

Sunday March 20th during Youth Group time.  Then on March 25th, Ashley Timmerman, a former 
youth and Wesley Bell ringer, Scott Carpenter, and Patsy delivered 47 bags of dog food, 66 cans 
of dog food, 33 bags of dog treats, 58 bags of cat food,  15 bags of cat treats,  30 jugs of cat litter, 
bird food and millet, cat and dog toys, ball chaser, bowls, and pee pads. Thank you to everyone 

who donated, re-bagged food, loaded and unloaded vehicles, drove, or helped in any way!  
Our next delivery is May 20th.  All donations, especially food and treats, are greatly needed.   

Contact Patsy Simons 801-808-6641 or YouthDirector@christumcutah.org  
to arrange for donation drop off.   

 
SATURDAY, APRIL 9th, 2:30pm - SANDWICH SERVICE PROJECT 

We make LOTS of sandwiches and then deliver them to St. Vincent's.  We need at least 10  
Volunteers, youth or parents. Let Patsy know if you can come—and if your parent can drive  

to deliver sandwiches. 
 

Saturday, April 16th, 8:30am, EGGSTRAVAGANZA  
Come be an Easter bunny and help set up the Easter Hunt for the younger kids.  

 
There will be no Youth Group meeting on Easter Sunday, April 17th. 

 
Mark your Calendars the Youth Car Wash will be Saturday May 14th 9am-1pm! 

 
 

If you have questions or suggestions on any youth stuff, please contact  
Patsy Simons youthdirector@christumcutah.org 801-808-6641 

 
Attention Families of High School and College Graduates 
CUMC will recognize our graduates on Sunday, May 22nd during 
worship service. Please email Kelly the following information by 
May 3rd to officemanager@christumcutah.org. Contact Kelly  

Carpenter via email or 801-486-5473 ext. 111 for more information. 
 
High School Graduates: High school, future/college/ career plans, early 
childhood picture, and senior picture.  
 
College Graduates: College graduating from and degree, future plans, and 
current picture.  
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Adult Small Group Opportunities 
 

Adult Sunday School, Sunday Mornings, 9:00-10:00am, Chapel 

The study through April 17th is Ten Important Questions with Rev. Rusty. The Social Justice  
Committee is going to do a series of Social Justice Sunday Schools, April 24th through May 
21st. There will be guest speakers and lots of discussion about UMC's Social Principles. 
  

Men’s Breakfast Group (Bagel Boys), Thursdays, 8:00am, Chapel 

This group is open to all men. For more information talk to Dale McCormick, Larry McGill or 
Rev. Rusty.  pastorrusty@christumcutah.org 
 

Wednesday Morning Study, 10:00am, Parlor 

For more information, contact Evelyn Kasworm at 801-942-1383(h) or 801-712-0236.   

The next study is The Gift: 12 Lessons to Save Your Life  by Edith Egge.  

This practical and inspirational guide to healing from the award-winning, New York 
Times bestselling author of The Choice shows us how to stop destructive patterns and 
imprisoning thoughts to find freedom and enjoy life. Filled with empathy, insight, and  
humor, The Gift captures the vulnerability and common challenges we all face and provides en-
couragement and advice for breaking out of our personal prisons to find healing and enjoy life. 

Deepest Condolences to Duane Garwood and family and friends on the death of 
Duane’s wife Maxine Garwood, March 29th.  

Deepest Condolences to the family and friends of Rev. Ronald Ray Hamilton who died 
peacefully February 25th at the age of 89. Ron and his wife of almost 66 years, Norma, 
served Christ UMC from 1975-1980. His youngest daughter, Roberta, was a member of 
the UMYF and The Wesley Bell Ringers. 

Deepest Condolences to the family and friends of Ron Solstad, who died March 14th. 

Deepest Condolences to Patty Emery on the death of her mother, Robin McCabe, Thursday, 
February 24th.    

Church Women United sends its sincere gratitude and appreciation to Christ United  
Methodist Church and ALL the people whose efforts made the 2022 Human Rights  
Celebration on March 11 a meaningful and enjoyable event.   Thank you to the MANY 
contributors for the food, the hospitality, the facilitation, and the lunch.  A special “thank 
you” to Rev. Russell Butler, Shelby Fisher, Chuck Mittelstadt, and Sue Nissen for their 
leadership, participation, piano accompaniment, and overall coordination.    
The facility, the food, and your CWU support are greatly appreciated! 

 
 With Grateful Sincerity, 

 Church Women United Board for Metropolitan Salt Lake City & Bountiful 
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United Methodist Women’s Book Club 
Monday, April 25th, 1:00pm in the Parlor.  

The book for April is The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman. 

The book for May is The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich 

 For more information about the book club please contact  

Bev Mittelstadt at bevjm4287@yahoo.com or 801-272-7137 or 801-755-4115.    

Deborah Circle will meet in the Parlor  

Thursday, April 21st at 10:00am. 

 All Church women are welcome!  

Questions may be directed to Bev Mittelstadt at  

bevjm4287@yahoo.com or 801-272-7137 or 801-755-4115.    

The Witty Knitters meet from 1:30 - 3:00pm on the second  
Monday of every month in the Parlor. We enjoy fellowship while 
working on our projects for the CUMC Prayer Shawl Ministry. 
Everyone is welcome and members would be happy to teach knit-
ting or crocheting if someone wants to learn and join us. 

If you have questions - please call Pat Linnebur at 385-237-9476.  

Please consider joining this fun, productive and caring group.  

The Davis County headquarters lost the building that was 
being used to store supplies as well as receive and ship 
out DfG kits. They are currently looking for warehouse 
space that might be available.  

We send a prayer that Days for Girls can bring much 
needed menstrual hygiene support to these women so 

they can face these unfathomable challenges with all the dignity they deserve.    

 

For now, DfG has become a cottage industry -- meaning those committed to build kits are  
working in their homes/churches/community centers to make bags or entire kits. 

At Christ United Methodist, we are able to use church space, but we have no source of supply to 
allow us to reschedule workdays. If any of you wish more information on how this mission project 
could be reborn, please share your willingness and ideas with Sue Nissen. 
soozeyq97@gmail.com  
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Health and Welfare  
Blood Pressure Readings will be  
offered on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month during coffee time.  

Trip to the Holy Land with the Utah 
Clergy 

January 10-20, 2023 will be a trip 
with the Utah Clergy to the Holy 
Land. If you are interested, con-
tact Pastor AJ Bush at  
pastorajbush@gmail.com. 

mailto:pastorajbush@gmail.com
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2375 East 3300 South 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
84109 
 
 
 
 
801-486-5473 

www.christumcutah.org 

 
 
 
 

 

Christ United  

Methodist Church 

News from The Wesley Bell Ringers 
  

The Spring Rummage sale will be May 6th and 7th. 
The next pick up date is April 30th. 

You are welcome to drop off your donations May 4th and 5th between 5:30 and 7:30PM. 
The ringers will come out to help unload.  

Contact Ann Rutherford 801-712-2999  a.e.rutherford4@gmail.com or Tiffini Adams  
801-647-5719  tiffiniadams@gmail.com to schedule a pick up. 

We are unable to accept donations of the following items: 

Sleeper Sofas, Recliner Sofas, Extra Long Couches, Tube TVs or Computer 
Monitors, Entertainment Centers, Mattresses, Clothing, Shoes, Large Appli-
ances, Large Exercise Equipment, Pianos. 

The dates for pick ups after the rummage sale are May 21st and July 16th. Pick ups are lim-
ited to within a 10 mile radius of CUMC. Please have items ready for pick up in front of the 
house or in the garage. Thank you!  

https://www.christumcutah.org/

